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given them, that in case of war the monarch s of France
and England would not abandon them, but would pro-
vide for their safety, either by succour or in some other
way, so that they would be placed out of danger.96

Such promises were vague without being magnificent,
and, as James had never yet lifted his finger to assist
the provinces, while indulging them frequently with
oracular advice, it could hardly be expected that either
the French envoys or the States-General would reckon
very confidently on assistance from Great Britain, should
war be renewed with Spain.

On the whole, it was agreed to draw up a paper briefly
stating the opinion of the French and English plenipo-
tentiaries that the provinces would do well to accept the
ratification.95

The committee of the States, with Barneveld as chair-
man, expressed acquiescence, hut urged that they could
not approve the clause in that document concerning
religion. It looked as if the King of Spain wished to
force them to consent "by treaty that the Catholic religion
should be re-established in their country. As they were
free and sovereign, however, and so recognized by him-
self, it was not for him to meddle with such matters.
They foresaw that this clause would create difficulties
when the whole matter should be referred to the separate
provinces, and that it would, perhaps, cause the entire
rejection of the ratification.

The envoys, through the voice of Jeannin, remonstrated
against such a course. After all, the objectionable clause,
it was urged, should be considered only as a demand,
which the king was competent to make and it was not
reasonable, they said, for the States to shut his mouth
and prevent him from proposing what he thought good
to propose.

On the other hand, they were not obliged to acquiesce
in the proposition. In truth, it would be more expe-
dient that the States themselves should grant this grace
to the Catholics, thus earning their gratitude, rather
than that it should be inserted in the treaty.97

A day or two later there was an interview between
the French envoys and Count Lewis William, for whose
sage, dispassionate, and upright character they had all a
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